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[bookmark: _GoBack]Explores evolution, ideology & normalization of far-right parties in modern democracies; examines causes, discourse & strategies, and their impact on politics, policy, institutions, media & society through theory, case studies & interdisciplinary analysis.

This intensive course offers a comprehensive and critical exploration of the evolution, transformation, and increasing mainstreaming of far-right political parties in contemporary democracies. Designed for graduate students, researchers, and professionals in political science, European studies, and international relations, the program examines whether and how far-right actors have transitioned from marginal protest movements to normalized participants in institutional politics.
The course begins by establishing a conceptual and theoretical framework for understanding the far right. Participants will engage with key definitions and debates surrounding terms such as “far right,” “radical right,” “populism,” and “extremism,” highlighting the diversity and ambiguity within this political family. Particular attention is paid to ideological components, including nativism, authoritarianism, and populist anti-elitism, as well as to distinctions between traditional extremist groups and contemporary electoral parties.
Building on this foundation, the programme traces the historical development of far-right parties across Europe and beyond, focusing on their resurgence since the late 20th century. Through comparative case studies, participants will analyze the trajectories of these parties in different national contexts, assessing the socio-economic, cultural, and political factors that have facilitated their rise. Topics include globalization, migration crises, economic insecurity, identity politics, and the erosion of trust in mainstream political institutions.
A central component of the course is the examination of the “normalization” thesis. Participants will critically assess whether far-right parties have moderated their discourse and strategies to gain broader electoral appeal, or whether their normalization reflects a broader shift in political norms and public attitudes. The course explores processes such as strategic rebranding, coalition-building, and participation in government, alongside the role of media and digital communication in legitimizing or contesting far-right narratives.
The program also addresses the implications of far-right normalization for democratic systems. Key questions include the impact on policy agendas, minority rights, rule of law, and the quality of democratic representation. Participants will debate whether the inclusion of far-right parties in political competition strengthens or undermines democratic resilience, and how mainstream parties respond to their presence—through exclusion, adaptation, or convergence.
Methodologically, the course combines lectures, seminar discussions, and interactive workshops. Participants will engage with academic literature, policy reports, and empirical data, while also developing their own analytical perspectives through group projects and presentations. The interdisciplinary approach integrates insights from political theory, comparative politics, sociology, and communication studies.
By the end of the program, participants will have developed a nuanced understanding of the contemporary far right and its place within modern political systems. They will be equipped to critically evaluate competing interpretations of normalization and to apply these insights to both academic research and policy analysis in an increasingly complex and polarized political landscape.

