KARABÜK UNIVERSITY ERASMUS BLENDED INTENSIVE PROGRAM
ELIT 305 - RESEARCH TECHNIQUES
 Duration: On-line courses - 10 days (2 hours/day)
– on-site activities in Karabük - 5 days, 13 April  -17 April 2026      
Location: Karabük, Türkiye
ECTS: 5
Number of Participants: 15 students
Programme Overview
The Research Techniques Blended Intensive Programme (BIP) aims to bring together students from different academic and cultural backgrounds to explore interdisciplinary research methods. While the programme places a particular emphasis on English Language and Literature, it also develops transferable research skills applicable across a wide range of academic disciplines.
Through a blended learning approach, the programme combines online preparation with an intensive on-campus component, encouraging academic collaboration, critical thinking, and intercultural exchange.
Eligible Fields & Participants
This programme is open to students from:
· English Language and Literature
· Engineering programmes
· Other related and relevant academic disciplines
Programme Structure
Virtual Component (Online – Microsoft Teams)
An online kick-off session will be organised to introduce the programme framework, academic expectations, and collaborative activities.
📅 Exact date to be announced.
On-site Component (Karabük, Türkiye)
📅 13–17 April 2026
The on-site programme includes:
· Welcome and Orientation Session
· Guided Tour of Karabük University Campus
· Interactive workshops on research methodologies
· Collaborative academic and research-based activities
Support will be provided regarding accommodation arrangements, and assistance will be offered for transportation from the airport to the university to ensure a smooth stay for participants.
Expression of Interest Deadline
📅 15 February 2026
Partner institutions are kindly requested to confirm their intention to participate by this date. Detailed information regarding nomination procedures and further steps will be shared with interested institutions after the deadline.
Program Coordinator:
Prof. Dr. Abdül Serdar ÖZTÜRK
Team  Members: 
Assist. Prof. Dr. İsmail TEKŞEN
Prof. Dr. Özkan KIRMIZI
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Harith İsmael TURKİ
Assist. Prof. Dr. Mustafa CANLI
Assist. Prof. Dr. Pelin GÖLCÜK MİRZA
Assist. Prof. Dr. Asım AYDIN 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Ömer ÖZDEMİR
Purpose of the Program: Research Techniques is designed to provide students with a comprehensive and interdisciplinary understanding of research methodologies tailored not only in  English Language and Literature but also in any other study field. This program aims to equip participants with both theoretical knowledge and practical skills necessary for conducting rigorous academic research, while fostering collaboration and cultural exchange among international students.
Through a blended learning approach—combining online preparation modules with an intensive face-to-face teaching period—the program will promote critical thinking, creativity, and innovation. Students will engage in hands-on workshops, collaborative projects, and interactive discussions that bridge traditional literary analysis with contemporary research practices. Additionally, the inclusion of social activities fosters cross-cultural communication, teamwork, and networking opportunities, thereby enriching their overall educational experience.
By offering 5 ECTS credits, this course ensures that students not only gain valuable academic insights but also develop transferable skills such as problem-solving, time management, and adaptability, which are essential for future careers in academia, publishing, education, or other professional fields.
Learning Objectives
Upon completion of the program, students will be able to:
· Understand and apply various qualitative and quantitative research methods 
· Design and execute small-scale research projects independently or collaboratively.
· Critically evaluate existing scholarly works and identify gaps in research.
· Use digital tools and resources effectively for data collection, analysis, and presentation.
· Develop intercultural competencies through teamwork and shared learning experiences.
Scope of the Study
This research project is undertaken as a core component of the ELIT 305 - Research Techniques Blended Intensive Program (BIP) at Karabük University. The scope of this study is therefore defined by the program's academic objectives and practical constraints.
The research will focus on 'the impact of digital reading on critical thinking skills among university students. The investigation will be a small-scale academic inquiry, designed to be completed within the timeframe of the BIP.
Methodologically, this study will employ a qualitative approach. Data collection will be conducted primarily through 'online surveys distributed to a target group of at least 15 university students. 
Workshops
The on-site week in Karabük is structured around a series of intensive, hands-on workshops designed to translate theoretical knowledge into practical research skills. These interactive sessions are mandatory and form the core of the face-to-face learning experience, fostering collaboration, critical thinking, and direct engagement with research tools and methodologies.
Workshop 1: From Broad Topic to Focused Research Question This foundational workshop guides students through the process of narrowing down a general area of interest into a clear, focused, and answerable research question. Participants will learn techniques for brainstorming, mind-mapping, and identifying gaps in existing literature to formulate a viable proposal for their small-scale project.
Workshop 2: Digital Tools for the Modern Researcher Focusing on practical application, this session introduces students to essential digital tools for academic research. It will provide hands-on training in using online academic databases (e.g., JSTOR, Scopus, Web of Science) The goal is to streamline the literature review process and ensure proper academic citation.
Workshop 3: Methodology in Action: Designing Surveys and Interviews In this practical workshop, students will engage directly with both qualitative and quantitative data collection methods. Participants will work in groups to design a short online survey using tools like Google Forms and develop a structured interview guide. The session will include role-playing exercises to practice interviewing techniques and discuss ethical considerations in data collection.
Workshop 4: Introduction to Data Analysis and Presentation This workshop provides a primer on analyzing the data that students will collect. It will cover basic techniques for qualitative thematic analysis and an introduction to interpreting simple quantitative data. A key component will be learning how to present findings effectively using visual aids, such as creating charts, graphs, and infographics to communicate research results clearly.
Workshop 5: Collaborative Project Clinic and Peer Review The final workshop is dedicated to collaborative work and peer learning. Student groups will have dedicated time to work on their research projects with guidance from the program coordinators. This session culminates in a peer-review activity, where groups present their initial findings and receive constructive feedback from their international peers, enhancing their projects and building intercultural communication skills
The working groups will be formed according to the interests and wishes of the participating students. Participating faculty members will provide lectures and training to each working group according to the interests and wishes of the participating countries. At the end of the project, the participating faculty members will be given a document proving that they have taught, and the participating students will be given a transferable course completion certificate named  ELIT 305 - RESEARCH TECHNIQUES- 5 ECTS. All trips within the scope of the study and transportation of the participants from Istanbul to Safranbolu will be provided by Karabük University.

Template program
The Blended Intensive Program is delivered in two distinct phases: a comprehensive online training module followed by an intensive on-site practical week.
A. Online Training (Exact date to be announced)
The online component consists of 10 synchronous sessions delivered over two weeks. Each session is two hours long and is designed to provide the foundational knowledge required for academic research. These sessions will be interactive, including lectures, discussions, and preparatory tasks for the on-site workshops.
Week 1: Foundations of Academic Inquiry
· Day 1: Introduction to the BIP and the Nature of Research
· Day 2: Research Ethics and Academic Integrity
· Day 3: How to Critically Read a Scholarly Article
· Day 4: Finding and Evaluating Sources
· Day 5: Developing a Strong Research Question
Week 2: Introduction to Research Methodologies
· Day 6: Understanding Qualitative Research
· Day 7: Understanding Quantitative Research
· Day 8: Introduction to Mixed-Methods Research
· Day 9: Writing an Effective Literature Review
· Day 10: Preparing the Research Proposal and On-Site Activities
This online schedule ensures that all students, regardless of their background, arrive in Karabük with the same fundamental understanding of research.
B. On-site Activities in Karabük (13 – 17 April 2026)
The face-to-face training combines one intensive day of academic workshops with several days of cultural immersion, practical application, and social activities.
· Tuesday&Wednesday: Intensive Research Workshop Days
· A fast-paced series of workshops covering the foundations of project design.
· Workshop 1: From Topic to Research Question
· Workshop 2: Digital Tools for Literature Review
· Workshop 3: Methodology in Action: Designing Surveys & Interviews
· Hands-on workshops focused on project development and planning.
· Workshop 4: Introduction to Data Analysis
· Workshop 5: Project Planning & Peer Feedback (Groups will outline their research plan and receive initial feedback).
